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SUBJECT: MARINE CARGO INSURANCE 

REF: STATE 281 129 

1 . EMBOFF SPOKE MORNING NOVEMBER 25 WITH MEL NIKOV 
OF MFT, CONVEYED BROAD OUTLINE OF PITCH PROPOSED 
PARA 7 REFTEL, AND ASKED MEL'NIKOV TO ARRANGE CALL 
ON IVANOV BY E/C COUNSELOR ASAP. MEL'NIKOV RESPONDED 
THAT, SINCE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF MARINE UNDERWRITERS 
(AIMU) HAD NOW MADE ITS COMPLAINT THROUGH FORMAL 
CHANNELS, EMBASSY SHOULD PURSUE IVANOV MEETING FORMALLY 
THROUGH MFT PROTOCOL. MFT HAS NOT YET PROVIDED US WITH 
TIME FOR MEETING BUT WILL ADVISE US AT OOB NOVEMBER 28. 

2. PARA 5 REFTEL INDICATES WE HAVE ALREADY TOLD 
SOVIETS WE THINK BLACKWELL/IVANOV MEETING IS BEST 
WAY TO RESOLVE ISSUES. DURING TALKS WITH E/C COUNSELOR 
IN LOS ANGLESE ON THIS ISSUE IVANOV WAS WILLING TO 
MEET BLACKWELL IN LONDON BUT OFFERED NO DATE. 

WE BELIEVE WE SHOULD BE IN POSITION TO SUGGEST 
AT LEAST ONE AND POSSIBLY SEVERAL DATES FOR SUCH 
A MEETING AND WOULD LIKE TO BE IN POSITION TO DO 
SO IF WE CAN MEET WITH IVANOV ON NOVEMBER 28. 
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3. IF IVANOV IS UNAVAILABLE NOVEMBER 28, WE CAN 
TRY ZINOVYEV OR MEL'NIKOV, BUT THEY WOULD NOT BE 
ABLE TO MAKE DECISION ON HIS BEHALF. 
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